[The occurrence of communicative acts of preschool Afrikaans-speaking hearing-impaired children ].
This study researches the occurrence of communicative acts of preschool Afrikaans-speaking hearing-impaired children. The relevance of communication and the incidence of verbal versus non-verbal communication behaviour was also measured. To this end communication samples (30 minutes each) were made of ten three-to-five year old severely hearing-impaired Afrikaans-speaking children in interaction with a familiar adult. The main conclusions of this study were: the subjects as a group are able to express a variety of communication acts appropriately, making use of both verbal and non-verbal behaviour. However, non-verbal behaviour predominates in the communicative behaviour of the group. Some of their verbal utterances are produced without voice.